
 Bolivar-Richburg Central School District
 “The foundation of every nation is the education of its youth.” ~ Diogenes 

January 25, 2022 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

Many of you have heard about the decision regarding face masks down state in Nassau County.  As a district, we have 

received the following statement below and will be following the current mask mandates requiring face covering in 
schools. 

A few parents have expressed their concerns over this decision and have voiced their plan to send students to school 
without masks.   As a district, we respect your rights as parents, but based upon this afternoon's decision by the courts to 

grant a stay on this matter, the mask mandate will remain in effect until we get further directions from the state.  We ask 

parents to please have your students follow the current mask mandates. 

Statement from NYSDOH and NYSED: 

On Monday, the State Supreme Court in Nassau County struck down mask mandates put in place via regulation. While it 
covers many different places where mask mandates are in effect, including in public spaces, the primary question that is 
likely to come from this ruling involves K-12 schools. 

The State is appealing the decision and will seek an emergency injunction to stay the Court’s order. Until these legal steps 
occur, we strongly support NYSED’s position on continued masking in schools. 

NYSDOH and NYSED indoor masking policy aligns with positions of several authorities—such as the Centers for Disease 
Control & Prevention and the American Academy of Pediatrics—that are designed to prevent COVID spread in schools 
and communities. People in schools who are unmasked are ineligible for test-to-stay and face stricter quarantine 
standards. These novel programs were put in place because strict adherence to mitigation measures like masking have 
helped make schools safer places compared to most general community settings that lack such measures. Any removal of 
these mitigation measures increases the potential for viral spread, leading to widespread quarantine and possibly forcing 
school closures. 

Statement from NYSED Commissioner Betty A. Rosa as of 1/25/22 @ 5:00pm: 

We are pleased the Appellate Division granted the application by the Department of Health and the Governor’s office, 
confirming the lower court’s decision is stayed pending further proceedings. As such, the mask mandate remains in effect 
for schools across the state. We support Governor Hochul and the state Department of Health as they continue with the 
appeal. We thank the members of our school communities for their patience during this process. 

We will continue to keep you updated on the process of appeals and/or stays to this ruling, and its impact on K-12 
schools. But as a result, masks are to be continued to be worn at Bolivar-Richburg CSD. 

Respectfully, 

Michael A. Retzlaff 
Superintendent of Schools 


